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[  Mr.  WEEMS,  Chairman.  ] 

REPORT 

OP     THE 

COMMITTEE  ON    INSPECTIONS, 


TO     WHOM     WAS     REFERKEI) 


THE  ORDER  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  THE  5TH  JANUARY. 


REPORT. 


BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

February  \5th,  1841. 
Read  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday,  the  18th  instant. 


The  Committee  on  Inspections,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
order  of  the  House  of  the  5th  of  January,  *' instructing  the 
committee  to  inquire  into  and  investigate  : 

1st.  The  condition  and  affairs  of  the  State  Tobacco  Ware- 
houses^ in  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

2d.  The  conduct  of  the  officers  cannected  therewith. 

3d.  Whether  any  of  the  Inspectors  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
farming  out  their  offices  as  Inspectors,  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons, if  so,  to  whom,  and  upon  what  terms. 

4th.  Whether  or  not  the  expenses  of  such  Warehouses  have 
not  been  unnecessarily  increased. 

;  ;  5th.  Whether  such  additional  expense  has  not  been  impro- 
perly charged  as  labour  rendered  to  such  Warehouses. 

6th.  Int')  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  outage  on  tobacco 
in  said  warehouses,  so  that  the  receipts  may  be  more  propor- 
tionate to  the  expenses  of  said  inspection. 

Beg  leavclto  report,  that  the  committee,  in  accordance  with 
said  order,  and  of  the  order  of  the  16th  of  January,  pr-oceed- 
ed  to  the  City  of  Baltimore  on  the  26tii  of  said  month,  and  on 
the  following  morning  commenced  tlicir  investigations,  wliich 
were  continued  through  the  four  succeeding  davs,  and  IVom  all 
the  testimony  they  could  ol'tain.  beg  leave  to  state,  in  answer 
to  tlie  first  enquiry,  that  warehouse  No.  1,  re<[uires  alterations 
and  repairs,  that  will  cost,  agreeable  to  an  estimate  they  made^ 
as    herewith   exhibited,  the  sura  of  fourteen  hundred,   forty- 


four  dollars  and  two  cents;  and  from  a  minute  examination  of 
MareSioiise  No.  3,  your  committee  arc  unitedly  of  opinuMi,  that 
the  entire  part  of  the  old  building  attached  thereto,  will  re- 
quire to  be  taken  down  and  rebuilt,  as  being  no  longer  safe  or 
trustworthy. 

In  answer  to  the  second  enquiry — they  discovered  nothing 
improper,  except  as  it  regards  the  officers  of  ware-house,  No. 
4,  whose  loose  and  imperfect  way  of  conducting  the  business 
of  said  ware-house,  induces  your  committee  to  consider  them 
inefficient,  and  not  such  as   the  interest  of  the  State  demands. 

To  the  third  enquiry — your  committee  made  no  discoveries 
to  justify  a  suspicion  of  the  kind. 

To  the  fourth  enquiry — your  committee  do  not  believe  that 
any  improper  charges  have  been  made  as  labour  rendered  to 
such  ware-houses,  although  certain  services  have  been  called 
in,  which  seem  not  to  have  been  anticipated  by  the  law, but  ren- 
dered necessary  by  the  quantity  of  tobacco  unshiped,  calling 
for  duties  to  be  performed  by  others  than  t.hose  designated  by 
law,  as  well  as  considerable  expense  for  the  i-ent  of  other 
houses  for  the  storing  of  tobacco  that  the  public  ware-houses 
could  not  take  in. 

The  fifth  enquiry — your  committee  considers  answered  in 
the  answer  given  to  the  fourth. 

In  answer  to  the  sixth  enquiry — your  committee  consider  it 
inexpedient  to  reduce  the  centage  on  tobacco  for  the  reasons  as- 
signed in  their  answer  to  the  first  enquiry. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  and  as  a  part  of  what  your 
committee  humbly  consider  to  be  intimately  connected  with 
their  duty,  although  not  specifically  charged,  they  beg  leave 
to  suggest  as  an  additional  security  to  the  State,  as  well  as 
the  Plai  ters  and  j)urchasers  of  tobacco,  that  such  additional 
provisions  be  added  to  the  present  laws,  regulating  the  inspec- 
tion of  tobacco,  as  sliall  authorise  each  inspector  to  employ  one 
sliiping  clerk  and  no  more,  and  make  it  the  duty  of  eacii  in- 
spector to  have  the  scrap  tobacco  packed,  and  sold  by  some 
commission  merchant  for  the  use  of  the  State,  whose  accounts 
of  sales  shall  be  relui*ned  as  exhibits  with  each  quarterly  re- 
turn to  the  Treasurer,  and  that  every  item  of  expenditure,  in 
evcj'y  depai'tment  of  the  inspections  shall  be  specified,  for 
which  charge  shall  be  made  in  said  inspectors,  quarterly  ac- 
counts settled  with  the  Treasurer,  under  oath. 


Your  committee,  whilst  in  Baltimore,  received  a  letter  re- 
specting tlie  groiiiul  rent  said  to  be  paid  by  the  State,  on  the 
lot  wherever  are  erected  the  ware-houses  Nos.  3  and  4,  which 
they  beg  leave  to  present  herewith  for  the  onsLderation  of  the 
Legislature. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  W.  WEEMS,  Chr*n. 
NOAH  RIDER, 
OSBORN  SPRIGG, 
J.  S.  MAXWELL, 
SAMUEL   SUTTON. 


Baltimore,  28th  Jan.  1841. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Committee  on  the  snhject  of  the  Tobacco 

Warehouses: 

Gentlemen:— Tobacco  Warehouses  No.  3  and  4,  are  sit- 
uated on  grounds  leased  by  me,  and  pay  an  annuity  of  S448  1 1 
per  year,  payable  quartcily,  witiiout  any  covenant  to  buy  out; 
but  as  1  shall  want  money  before  long,  and  as  a  ground  annu- 
ity can  be  sold  when  scarcely  any  thing  else  will  bring  money 
at  its  value,  I  shall  probably  have  to  dispose  of  my  ground-rent 
on  the  above  property.  I  have  always  ihought  if  it  come  to 
that,  I  would  offer  it  to  the  State  rather  than  to  an  individual. 
Some  years  ago,  when  money  was  abundant,  I  was  called  on 
to  know  if  I  would  sell,  and  could  then  have  sold  at  5  percent. 
I  would  now  be  willing  to  sell  at  that  rate,  that  is,  I  would 
take  as  much  5  percent,  stock,  as  would  pay  me  S448  11  in- 
terest yearly;  I  believe  it  would  be  the  best  for  both  parties,  if 
it  can  be  done.  I  am  advanced  in  years,  and  if  I  were  to  die, 
I  could  not  leave  the  annuity  to  any  one  of  my  children,  and 
in  such  case,  if  it  was  sold  to  others,  they  might  not  sell  if 
even  tl»e  public  atitborities  wislied  to  buy,  so  that  dilficulty 
might  be  found  in  obtaining  a  fee  simple  title  for  the  State.  I 
have  thought  that  maybe,  with  other  matters,  on  your  return 
to  Annapolis,  the  subject  of  purchasing  the  annuity  might  be 
suggested,  and  my  willingness  to  sell  at  this  time. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  J.  MYER. 


Estimate  for  repairing  the  Tobacco  Warehouse. 
14  Dormer  frames,  sash,  lumber  and  work,  230  00 

600  ft.  Snow  fenders,  work  and  lumber,  120   00 

£102  ft.  work  at  roofing,  to  be  torn  away  &  replaced,  63  06 
2500  ft.  5  t><  6  in.  scantling  for  sleepers  of  floor,  2^  62  50 
,6200  ft.  Ark  board  for  floor,  l  ^  93  00 

Work  at  floor  and  sleepers,  83  46 

Nails  and  hauling  lumber  for  floors,  28  00 

Slating  14  dormer  windows,  252  00 

18   Squares  of  plain  slating,  9  152  00 

Slating,  fire  wall  and  carpenter  work,  20  OO 

Repairing  hoisting  wheels,  10  00 

Painting  warehouse,  old  work  2  coats  and  new 

work  3  coats,  280   GO 

Si, 444   02 
JAMES  CURLER  &  SON. 

BaltimorCf  Jan,  28th,  1841. 
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